
 

On a practical level, the Sisters have de-
veloped the new motherhouse with atten-
tion to our ecological circumstances, and 
the congregation’s respect for life has 
been carried through in designs of interior 
and exterior spaces that make use of re-
newable materials and processes.  At the 
same time, the love for the earth shown 
by many environmentalists reminds us 
that contemplation often springs from an 
appreciation of beauty and an experience 
of wonderment.  Therefore, water-
conserving landscapes and gardens are 
an integral part of the new facility’s de-
sign. 
God is found within, not apart from, the 

universe.  We are challenged to develop 

our spirituality  in a process that centers 

on the risen Christ and grows to perfec-

tion in love, a love that embraces every 

manifestation of creation.  Through re-

sponsible stewardship, the Sisters of the 

Holy Spirit and Mary Immaculate, in the 

words of Father 

Berry, “awaken to 

the to the majesty 

and the awesome 

presence of the 

divine.”   
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The primary revelation of God among 

us today is the world around us:  our 

universe.  In ways great and small, the 

Sisters of the Holy Spirit and Mary Im-

maculate are 

committed to 

promoting the 

health and 

well-being of 

all people as 

well as of  the 

planet.  

In discussing this growing focus in reli-

gious communities around the country, 

Sister Marion points to the work of Fa-

ther Thomas Berry, author of The Inti-

mate Universe:  A Challenge to Reli-

gious Communities.  Father Berry 

“promotes the concept of a single sa-

cred community of the 

entire universe” in 

which he  challenges 

us to understand that 

“our imagination, our 

emotions, and our in-

tellect would be com-

pletely dysfunctional 

without the activation 

they receive from the outer world.”   

From this we can realize that the pres-

ervation of the world “ is not simply an 

aesthetic inspiration or recreational 

need or an economic urgency...It is 

even more a necessity for the inner life 

of the soul.  It is in this experience of the 

universe that we awaken to the majesty 

and the awesome presence of the di-

vine.”  The Sisters of the Holy Spirit 

seek to witness that responsibility in 

many ways.  

New Motherhouse Work-in-Progress: Xerioscape Courtyard  
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Celebrating the Life of  Sister Albert Fraher 

Our congregation gathered to 
bid farewell to Sister Albert 
Fraher on February 28, 2009 , 
who joined her Lord and Sav-
ior just a few weeks away from 
her 101st birthday.   
 
Her community thanked God 
for the gift of Sister Albert’s 
life, and for her gift of service 
to others through her life as a 
Sister of the Holy Spirit and 
Mary Immaculate for almost 
82 years.  After she retired, 
Sister Albert wrote her mem-
oirs.  The work stands as a 
reflection on the life of a 
woman dedicated to serving 

resurrection of the One to 
whom she committed her life.  
  
in October 1983. Sister Albert 
retired (or semi-retired) after a 
long and faithful life of teach-
ing.  Immediately she began a 
whole new ministry: accompa-
nying sisters to doctor appoint-
ments, visiting with, and bring-
ing communion to, the sick in 
hospitals and nursing homes in 
San Antonio. 
 
Faithful to her God literally for 
over  100 years, Sister  Albert 
was proof  that “it is no secret 
what God can do.” 

God’s people.  Her final entry 
was made in 2002, when she 
celebrated her 75th Jubilee as a 
Sister. 
 
Sister Albert made her first pro-
fession in 1927, and for the 
following 56 years she taught in 
12 different schools in Louisi-
ana, Mississippi, Oklahoma, 
New York and Texas.   In her 
memoirs, she speaks with joy of 
her work in the schools and of 
the students whom she loved. 
 
As in every life, Sister Albert had 
many joys and sorrows – truly 
she shared in the suffering and 
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Seven years ago, Sister Bernie Barrett 

responded to the call from the Regional 

Conference of Women Religious to work 

with other reli-

gious communi-

ties in Lake  

Providence, Lou-

isiana to live 

among the peo-

ple in this di-

vided racial com-

munity; as Sister 

Bernie explains 

it, “ to be a 

compassionate 

presence to the 

people, bring-

ing them hope and realization of the 

 Uniting a Divided Community of God’s People 

gifts within them-

selves.” 

In Lake Provi-

dence, Louisiana, 

sometimes that 

presence in-

cludes commu-

nity organizing, 

working with 

state and parish 

(county) legisla-

tors, school 

boards, and 

housing authori-

ties.  “It is important to communicate 

with our elected officials,” remarks Sister 

Bernie,”at times they just need a little 

challenge to remind them that they    

Sister Bernie and a client, 

Glenda, review the home built 

with a USDA matching grant. 

Sister Bernie visits with Beatrice, 

an 89-yr-old who had a kitchen 

and bath updated after Sister 

assisted her with the paperwork. 

represent all their constituencies.” 

One of the ways Sister works directly 

with the people is through her assis-

tance with the paperwork that must 

be processed for government hous-

ing.  Daunted by the application proc-

ess, people used to give up trying to 

apply for assistance associated with 

getting a home or of getting a neces-

sary renovation. 

Sister Bernie feels most rewarded by 

her work with her elderly clients  

When asked to elaborate, she 

states,” I learn so much from the peo-

ple.  They are survivors who have 

managed to live and to raise their 

children despite almost overwhelming 

odds.”   
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Founded in Texas in 1893  

to Serve the Poor in Their Need 

Dear Friends, 
 
It’s hard to determine where to begin to share 
with you, as so many wonderful things have 
happened since our last Sisters’ JourneySisters’ JourneySisters’ JourneySisters’ Journey! 
 
At  this time, our new smaller Motherhouse is 
“substantially finished.” The architects are 
working on the “punch list,” attending to all 
the minor fixes and/or touch-ups. The big 
move from our present Motherhouse to the 
new building will take place June 30 – July 3.  
We will have information about the official 
blessing and open house in our next issue. 
 
In this issue we want to acknowledge the 
many benefactors who have supported, and 
continue to support us in our ministry and mis-
sion work, in the building of our new facility, 
and in caring for our frail elderly Sisters.  We 
are truly humbled by your generosity in such 

Message from Sister Miriam — 
times as these.  We know many of you 
have had to cut back on your personal 
spending in order to continue your charita-
ble giving.  “Rejoice and be glad, for your 
reward in heaven will be great!” 
 
A growing concern for us is the responsibil-
ity to care for our environment and to do 
what we can to reverse the damage that 
has been done to God’s creation. As the 
lead story in this issue describes, we as a 
congregation have committed ourselves to 
Education: by which we continue to ground 
ourselves in a renewed sense of awe and 
reverence for God’s creation, and to Action: 
by which we commit ourselves, as individu-
als and as a congregation to take concrete 
steps to help reverse the destruction of our 
planet. 
 
We are very aware that as the earth is de-
stroyed, all of God’s creation, including 
humans will suffer the consequences.  I am 
very aware, from my own experience, that it 
is the people who are poor and vulnerable 
who suffer most.  I invite you, dear friends, 
to join us as we “awaken to the majesty 
and the awesome presence of the di-
vine” (Father Berry). 
 

Join us      
as we 

“awaken to 
the majesty 

and the 
awesome 

presence of 
the divine.” 

 

Sister Miriam Mitchell, S.H.Sp 
General Superior 

The new, almost finished  motherhouse with the original 

motherhouse in the background. 


