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The Journey Begins. . .  
   San Antonio students’ needs have changed over the 

past century since Margaret Mary Healy-Murphy 

founded St. Peter School in San Antonio. However, the 

school still fills an important role in San Antonio’s edu-

cational community.  The near East side educational 

institution, now known as The Healy-Murphy Center, 

was an early alternative school and serves students who 

find themselves left behind by traditional schools, such 

as those who are homeless and teenagers with children.  

This year, the religious order, the Sisters of the Holy 

Spirit and Mary Immaculate, founded by Margaret Mary 

Healy-Murphy to run her original school, celebrates its 

125th anniversary.  

   Opened in 1888 by Margaret Mary Healy-Murphy, St. 

Peter Claver school was founded to educate freed slaves 

and their descendants.  From the beginning, Margaret 

Mary faced opposition from residents in the area who 

were unhappy with her decision to open a school.  She 

struggled to get loans, and the city slowed construction. 

As recorded in her biography written by Sister Immacu-

lata Turley, SHSp: “Opponents attempted incessantly to 

arouse trouble and discord for her school and its clien-

tele.  The endurance of the teachers was taxed to the 

limit and their work in the school was jeopardized.”  

Facing a shortage of teachers, Margaret Mary went to 

Bishop Neraz, who was a champion of the school.  The 

bishop suggested that she seek nuns to help her run the 

school. When that failed, her biological sister, Sister 

Mary Angela Healy, SSNM, suggested that she found her 

own congregation, a suggestion which she took seri-

ously.  

In 1893, Mrs. Healy-

Murphy and three 

other women pro-

nounced their vows, 

becoming the first Sis-

ters of the Holy Ghost  

and Mary Immaculate. 

Now known as the Sisters of the Holy Spirit and Mary Im-

maculate, this was the first Catholic community of women 

religious founded in Texas, according to the Handbook of 

Texas Online. 

   “We feel honored that we were the first - that our foun-

dress saw a need, and this was how she responded to the 

need,” said Sister Geraldine Klein.  “She founded a church. 

She founded a school.  She traveled to Ireland to invite 

women to join her.  She drained her coffers. And it wasn’t 

just money. She gave all of herself.” 

   Margaret Mary Healy was born in Co. Kerry, Ireland, in 

1833. Her mother died when she was four years old. At the 

age of twelve she joined her father, a doctor, when he 

emigrated to the United States.  Over the next sixteen 

years she lived in Virginia, New Orleans and Matamoros, 

Mexico.  During this time her father died, and her uncle 

Walter died on a journey to California. In addition, one of 

her brothers disappeared, and she witnessed the murder 

of an uncle.  “She suffered in her own life as a child,” said 

Sister Geraldine. “She went through a lot. I think that made 

her strong and it gave her the vision to see and care about 

others.” 

   In 1849 Margaret Mary married 

John Bernard Murphy in Brownsville 

and they settled in San Patricio 

County.  They later moved to Cor-

pus Christi, where JB Murphy served 

as mayor before his death in 1884.  

While living in Texas, Mrs. Healy-

Murphy launched a number of pro-

jects to help the needy.  She treated 

victims of yellow fever in 1867 and, after a hurricane hit 

Corpus Christi in 1867, she opened three small hospitals 

for the three ethnic groups in Corpus Christi at that time. 

In 1887, Margaret Mary, now a widow,  moved to San An-

tonio.  That same year she heard a sermon at St. Mary’s 

Church downtown, concerning the plight of the recently 

emancipated black slaves, that inspired her to reach out to  
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the city’s black residents who were victims of many forms of 

discrimination, including a lack of access to education. 

   Margaret Mary came up with the idea of opening a school 

that would offer free education to the black children of the city.  

In 1888, using money from the sale of a portion of her ranch in 

Corpus Christi, Healy-Murphy opened St. Peter Claver Church 

and School, named after a recently canonized Jesuit saint who 

had ministered to, and advocated for, African slaves in Colom-

bia. 

   The free school, which eventually included a boarding school, 

filled an important need in the community.  Sister Mary Fagan, 

SHSp, a teacher at the Healy-Murphy Center, stated: “There 

were some areas in these South Texas communities and in Lou-

isiana where black students couldn’t attend high school.” The 

first students who attended St. Peter Claver were poor. Sister 

Mary noted that early photos of the students show them with-

out shoes.  

   Mother Margaret Mary Healy-Murphy died in 

1907 leaving the legacy of a school and church 

for the black community, as well as a congrega-

tion of sisters to continue her mission.   A line 

from her eulogy stated that Mother Margaret 

Mary  “was destined to bring forth glorious 

fruits from the self-sacrificing zeal of the 

Sisters of the Holy Ghost.” One of Mother 

Margaret’s quotes, cherished by her sisters, 

says:  Why should we fear? Our treasury is Divine Providence which 

supplies the whole universe and is never exhausted.” 

  In the 1970’s with the end of segregation, the 

needs of the community changed.  Under the  

leadership of Sister Boniface O’Neill, SHSp, St. 

Peter Claver School was reborn as the Healy 

Murphy Center, one of the first alternative high 

schools in the state of Texas.  Today the Center 

offers extensive counseling and health services. 

It works closely with a growing homeless popu-

lation and offers child development services for 

the children of its students. Teen pregnancy is the No. 1 reason 

young women drop out of school, according to Doug Watson, 

Healy-Murphy Center Executive Director. The 

Child Development Center allows young par-

ents to continue their education. Classes are 

still held in some of the original buildings of 

St. Peter Claver School. However, many of the 

buildings have been renovated and a fund-

raising project is currently underway to build 

a new Child Development Center. 
The above article, written by Jason Buch, appeared in the San Antonio Express-
News on December 7, 2017. It has been adapted for this news-etter. Permission 

to reprint the article is much appreciated. A link to the online story: https://

www.expressnews.com/sa300/article/Margaret-Mary-Healy-Murphy-opened-
school-to-12411625.php 
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  On March 10 at Our Lady of Per-

petual Help Church, during  a ser-

vice interspersed with heartfelt 

cheers, laughter and applause, the 

Sisters of the Holy Spirit and Mary 

Immaculate celebrated 125 years 

of ministering to the marginalized.  

Father Kevin Fausz, Pastor, opened 

the celebration with prayer. Mas-

ter of Ceremonies Douglas J. Wat-

son, Executive director of the 

Healy-Murphy Center, the original 

site of the Congregation’s foundation, noted that it was a 

day to “pray with and for this amazing group of women” as 

well as “the many lives they have touched and the many 

lives they will continue to touch.”  Sister Geraldine Klein, 

SHSp, representing the sisters, welcomed attendees and 

shared the Congregation’s history – the ”love story” that 

began with Mother Margaret. An Irish emigrant in Texas, 

she became a mayor’s wife, philanthropist, missionary and 

the founder of the Sisters of the Holy Spirit and Mary Im-

maculate in San Antonio in 1893. Moved by a sermon at St. 

Mary’s Church in 1887, she responded to the call of the US 

bishops to educate  the children of the recently emanci-

pated black slaves. With the blessing of Bishop Neraz, she 

struggled to build a church and school for them under the 

name St. Peter Claver. “There was still a heavy atmosphere 

of prejudice,” said Sister Geraldine, “and it was not easy to 

find dedicated teachers for the school.”  

       To ensure the realization of her dream, at age sixty the 

widowed Margaret Mary became a nun, founding the Sisters 

of the Holy Spirit. When the Congregation had grown to 

fifteen sisters, she divided 

them among three missions. 

Five staffed St. Peter Claver 

School, another five opened 

and taught at Our Lady of 

Guadalupe School in Laredo, a 

testimony to the value 

Mother Margaret placed on 

“working with people who 

live on the border between 

opportunity and denial.” Five more sisters served at Casa 

Acuña orphanage in Oaxaca, Mexico. Forced to leave during 

the Mexican Revolution in 1915, they returned 55 years 

later to minister to the indigenous in the Sierras. 

   In 1988, in collaboration with the Oblates of Mary Im-

maculate, the sisters opened a mission in Zambia.  Here,  

The Journey is Celebrated 

Sister Geraldine Klein 

Sisters Magdalen & Kathleen in Oaxaca 

Margaret Mary Healy-Murphy 
May 4, 1833-August 25, 1907 

Sister Boniface O’Neill 

Mr. Douglas Watson 
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they ministered in the most underdeveloped area of the coun-

try and were present as the AIDS pandemic broke, assisting 

both the infected and affected. “Mother Margaret’s commu-

nity has sunk its roots deep in Zambian soil,” said Sister 

Geraldine, noting they now have four professed African sis-

ters.  

     In his presentation, Archbishop Gustavo García Siller, MSpS, 

read from Luke’s 4:18  where Jesus  proclaims his mission “to 

bring glad tidings to the poor, liberty to captives. . . to let the 

oppressed go free.” Jesus built bridges, not walls,  Archbishop 

Gustavo noted. He reminded all present that we need to listen 

attentively and, empowered by the Holy Spirit, respond to 

Jesus’ challenge as did Mother 

Margaret. We are challenged to 

bring the good news to the poor, 

the captive, and the oppressed 

today, he said - a directive which 

the Holy Spirit Sisters have car-

ried out for 125 years. Thanking 

them for their example, he pro-

claimed: “Sisters, you are the 

best!”- drawing hearty applause. 

   Reverend Herman Price of St. John’s Missionary Baptist 

Church remarked on the sisters’ belief that everybody had a 

right to education at a time when “not everybody wanted to 

see everybody rise.” He thanked them for their courageous 

spirit and stick-to-it-ness. District 2 Councilman William H. 

Shaw III presented the sis-ters with a proclamation on behalf 

of Mayor Ron Nirenberg, acknowledging their dedication to 

promoting the human dignity of the most oppressed and ne-

glected. Bishop Rosa Wilson of Greater Faith Institutional 

Church noted that her late husband owed the sisters his sec-

ond start in a successful life as a tailor, and in the U.S. Army. 

“Sister Margaret Mary touched his life,” she said. “This is what 

God is calling us to do.” 

Srs. Christina Mitchell (second from L), Geraldine Klein (fifth from L) and Rose 

McHugh, first SHSp missionaries to Zambia with Oblate priests & volunteers. 
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  Bexar County Commissioner Tom Calvert, 

Precinct 4, thanked the sisters for their 

struggles and sacrifice.  “If nobody has ever 

thanked you for taking the fire bombs that 

you took daily with racist forces as you 

tried to educate the black children, the 

freed black slaves of this country, let me 

thank you,” he said, eliciting  cheers and 

lengthy applause. He praised them for breaking down barri-

ers, for their work in giving the formerly incarcerated a sec-

ond chance through Crosspoint, for being the cornerstone of 

COPS and Metro Alliance, and for their involvement with Pro-

ject QUEST. “You continue to be beacons of hope,” he said. 

“You continue to be examples for all of us to follow.”    

      Janie Whiteley, principal of Healy-Murphy Center, said of 

the Holy Spirit sisters: “These 

women are my heroes.” Growing 

up,  she knew little about  the 

Catholic Church and was at a 

crossroads in her life when a 

friend suggested that she volun-

teer at Healy-Murphy. She met 

Sister Boniface O’Neill, SHSp, and it 

was the beginning of wonderful friendships and mutual en-

deavors in ministry to marginalized young people. 

   Susan Sheeran, CEO of Merced Housing Texas, recalled that  

in 1995 the Holy Spirit Sisters joined other sister congrega-

tions in San Antonio in founding Merced, in order to provide 

affordable housing for families in need. “The SHSp sisters 

have provided leadership, guidance and funding over the 

years,” she said, “and recently made another monetary dona-

tion in honor of their upcoming 125th anniversary.” To honor 

the sisters, the corporation decided to use the money to re-

pair eight homes on their waiting list within a three mile ra-

dius of the SHSp convent.  

   The celebration in church concluded with Sister Loretta  

Armand leading the Assembly in singing Standing on the 

Shoulders by Joyce Johnson Rouse, followed by an invitation 

from Sister Gabriella Lohan to continue the celebration in Our 

Lady of Perpetual Help parish hall.   

 

The original  article, written by 

Carol Bass Sowa, appeared in 

Today’s Catholic on April 13, 

2018.  It has been adapted for this 

newsletter. Permission to reprint 

the article is much appreciated.  

Archbishop Gustavo Garcia-Siller 

Janie Whiteley 

Tom Calvert 
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SISTER mary  

walsh 
 

  Sister Mary Walsh 
was born in Conne-
mara, Co. Galway, the 
fourth eldest in a fam-
ily of twelve children.  
Though impressed by 
the Sisters of Mercy 

who taught her, she felt drawn to the Holy Spirit 
Sisters, eventually joining the Congregation and 
traveling to Texas.  After graduating from Incarnate 
Word College, she taught in Mississippi, Louisiana 
and Texas.  She also spent some time in internal 
Congregational ministry. Sister Mary has a lot of 
good memories from the past seventy years as a 
Holy Spirit sister.  One of the highlights in the life of 
her family, to whom she is very close, was the elec-
tion of her nephew, Martin, as mayor of Boston, a 
position which he still holds.   

   
Sister Mary is very grateful that God called her to 
serve Him as a Holy Spirit sister and she thanks 
God, family, community and friends for the many 
blessings bestowed on her throughout her life.  
 
 

Sister Mary Walsh with  family members and friends 

 

SISTER magdalen  

kilbane 
    

  Sister Magdalen Kilbane    
  was born in Achill Island,  
  Co. Mayo, the fourth in a  
  family of eight children.  
  While working in Ballina,  
  she met Sister Magdalen         

    

Murray,    SHSp, and decided to join the Sisters of the 
Holy Spirit. After spending some time in Mount-
bellew, a high school staffed by the sisters, she trav-
eled to Texas with other young women who were 
joining the Congregation.  Sister Magdalen gradu-
ated from St. Mary’s University and began her life-
time ministry of teaching - serving in various schools 
in Mississippi and Texas.  One of her fond memories 
from her years of ministry is the time she spent on 
the staff of St. Joseph Church, downtown San Anto-
nio, where she ministered with Father Charles Grah-
mann, now Bishop Grahmann, and Father Mike De-
Gerolami.  
   In 1984, Sister Magdalen returned to Oaxaca, Mex-
ico,  where the Holy Spirit sisters had opened an or-
phanage years earlier, but had to flee during the 
Revolution.  In Oaxaca, Sister Magdalen worked with 
the indigenous people on a variety of projects, in-
cluding the installation of water systems, rural stoves 
and ecological toilets. These  projects required a lot 
of fundraising and outside support which she worked 
tirelessly to obtain. 
   Sister Magdalen is grateful for the many opportuni-
ties that her life as a Holy Spirit sister has opened up 
for her.  She continues to serve the People of God 
through her ministry of prayer. 

Sister Magdalen Kilbane with friends, including Bishop Charles Grahmann 
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 SISTER MARIAN 

MURRAY 
 

  These past 60 years of religious 
life have been a great gift to me. I 
have received so many opportuni-
ties to grow professionally as a 
teacher and spiritually as a mem-
ber of this great Congregation of 
the Sisters of the Holy Spirit and 
Mary Immaculate.  This has been a 
wonderful place for forming deep-
rooted friendships.   

   I am grateful for the formation I have received and for the 
opportunity to serve in many different ministries as school 
teacher, parish minister and prison minister.  These minis-
tries have taken me to several places in Texas and Louisiana 
and to Mexico.   
   I pray that our Congregation may continue to flourish and 
that our charism will touch many lives here in the United 
States and in Zambia. I am deeply grateful to God, to my fam-
ily and to the Sisters of the Holy Spirit for the support and 
opportunities I have received over these past 60 years.  

 

Sister Marian Murray and  family members  

SISTER GABRIEL  

HESSION  
 
 

I was born in the Emerald Isle,  
eighty-two years ago, 

The eighth of nine siblings,  
my birthday I do not know. 

 

Because of this I always felt  
disconnected in many ways, 

Until I got a little older and learned 
from whence I came.  

 

I learned very early in life that God created me, 
   And on my First Communion day, 

He taught me to be free. 

 

And free I was the fields to roam, to count the sheep 
   and  lambs, 

And ever to be grateful for my faith, my friends, my land.  

 

At an early age I felt the call to serve God in far off lands, 
So I said goodbye to family, to friends and my homeland.  

 

       Again I joined a group of nine flying from Shannon to   
    New York,  

    We finally reached our second home,  
to work and pray  and work. 

 

The first few years were tough indeed;  
I cried,  laughed, and worried so,  

 

But God was with me all the way and helped me  
never to say ‘NO’. 

 

Now as I grow old and tired, I give thanks to my great God, 
Patient, loving , and leading me as I whistle and sing my song.  

 

A song of praise and love to God who made me who I am, 
  You will not let me stray until I reach the Promised  Land.                            

                              To be with you forevermore 
                     To sing and dance and give thanks galore. Amen. 
                                                                                

  Sister Gabriel Hession 

Sister Gabriel Hession and family members  
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Mother Margaret Calvary Shrine 

In 1888, our Foundress, Margaret 

Mary Healy-Murphy, donated a 

Calvary scene to St. Peter Claver 

Catholic Church in San Antonio. 

The statues included a large cruci-

fix, life-size statues of Mary, the 

mother of Jesus, St. John, St. Mary Magdalen and two kneel-

ing angels.  In 1958, the pastor of St. Peter Claver, Rev. Ed-

ward Walsh, SSJ, donated the statues to our Motherhouse. 

A small shrine was built in the back yard of the Mother-

house.  In 2009, when we moved to our present location, 

we brought the statues with us and they were housed in the 

garage until recently. Earlier this year 

we had a shrine built, south of our 

Motherhouse. In March the statues 

were taken to their new home.  On 

March 12, Rev. Doug Fater blessed 

the new building.  This Calvary scene 

means a lot to us; it came from our Foundress and has been 

part of our Congregation from the beginning.                                                                        

                                                                            Sister Veronica Cahill 

 

Healy-Murphy Child Development Center 

   Healy-Murphy Center is nearing the finish line in its $5.3 

million capital campaign to create a next-generation child 

development center that sets the standard for caring for our 

community’s most vulnerable children.  The Sisters of the 

Holy Spirit made the first major gift to the project and have 

also purchased the property adjacent to the historic high 

school campus that will be the site of the new facility.  

   Healy-Murphy leadership worked closely with nationally 

recognized, award-winning LPA Architects and community 

experts in early childhood education and pediatric health 

and wellness to develop the vision for the Child Develop-

ment Center.   From that visioning process came a plan that 

incorporates national best practices for the creation of a 

“child-family-teacher” friendly facility.  Central to the design 

are flexible, “future-proof” spaces that can be adapted and 

upgraded as needs change in the long term.   The naturally 

themed outdoor area will provide opportunities for children 

to play, explore, learn and grow, in both individual and 

group settings. 

   According to Douglas Watson, Healy-Murphy Executive Direc-

tor, “The new child development center will allow us to grow 

and set new standards for the care and education of infants and 

toddlers for years to come.”  

   To date, Healy-Murphy has received nearly $4 million in gifts 

and pledges.  Major gifts include $2 million from the Valero En-

ergy Foundation, $500,000 from the Greehey Family Founda-

tion, $200,000 from the Nancy Smith Hurd Foundation, and 

$100,000 from Frost Bank and the Myra Stafford Pryor Trust. 

                                                                                             Siri Lindholm 

 

                                   from Zambia 

The following letter was received from a student in Zambia who has been given 

financial support by the Holy Spirit Sisters.  This financial support is made possi-

ble through the generosity of you, our benefactors, friends, donors. THANK YOU! 
 

            Name: Simbuwa Likezo         Age: 22 year old, male 

   The life we are living is full of good people who help us to de-

velop.  It is a shame not to recognize good people in a person’s 

life history.  Therefore, this is my life’s history and what I re-

member in regard to my lovely Sister Rose.  I was one of the first 

students in pre-school at St. Lawrence Parish in Limulunga dur-

ing 1999-2000. Sister Rose, it is my pleasure to remind you how 

you were my first motivator.  The pleasure is mine also to say 

you took such good care of us that I saw you as my lovely grand-

mother.  

   In those two years of my education, I acquired skills in reading, 

math and art which helped my in my high school and college 

education. I remember the first tree we planted which is now a 

big, shade-giving tree. 

   In 2001 I started 1st grade at Mupatu School. You provided me 

with everything to enter school.  You wanted to finish what you 

had started . . . God bless you!  I failed a year in junior high 

school because I was playful, but I did my best the following 

years.  In my education, I have never found much difficulty in 

reading, math and art.  You gave us concrete objects to play 

with to sharpen our cognitive skills, so that I was able to read in 

1st grade.   As I write to you, I have completed my primary 

teacher’s Diploma, meaning I am now a teacher. 

   I also want to thank the sisters that you left behind in Zambia, 

because they helped, and continue to help me, in my journey as 

a teacher.  

   Sister Rose, my hero, I send this letter as a reminder of the 

tree we planted together. I promise to give shade to other 

young people.  I LOVE YOU and I THANK YOU! 



                    

 

... from San Antonio 

   On Sunday afternoon, February 25, 2018 Nora L. Ruiz, Youth 
Minister at St. Brigid Church in San Antonio was received into 
the Affiliate phase of the Holy Spirit Sisters’ Initial Formation 
Program.  Nora’s mother, Mrs. Ruiz,  her pastor, Rev. Stuart 
Juleen, Sister Miriam Mitchell, SHSp Vocation Director, and a 
few close friends and co-workers attended the ceremony. 
   The Affiliate Phase of Initial Formation lasts from six months 
to a year, during which time Nora will live at home and con-
tinue her ministry at St. Brigid Parish. She will meet with her 
spiritual director and meet monthly  with Sister Miriam 
Mitchell.   She will also com-
plete all other pre-entrance 
requirements as she continues 
to discern God’s call in her life 
    We welcome Nora with 
great joy, as she begins her  
formal association with our 
Congregation.  Please remem-
ber Nora in your prayers as 
she journeys through this 
phase of formation and antici-
pates the next step in her vocation journey with great joy and 
happiness. 

 ...and from Zambia 

On July 19, 2018, the feast day of 
Mother Margaret Mary Healy-
Murphy, foundress of the Holy 
Spirit Sisters, three young woman 
from our formation house in 
Zambia will begin the next stage 

of their formation, in preparation for becoming full members 
of the Congregation.  Matilda, Chiamaka and Namunji have 
already completed the pre-novitiate phase of formation and 
will now enter the novitiate, a two year formation process 
focused on the  development of a deeper spiritual life and a 
fuller understanding of what 
is means to be a vowed 
woman religious in our 
world today.  Guided by the 
formation team of Holy 
Spirit Sisters in Zambia, they 
will focus particularly on the  
mission and charism of the 
Holy Spirit Sisters through 
studying and reflection on 
the Constitutions of the Con-
gregation.  We welcome our 
three lovely ladies from 
Zambia into the next phase 
of formation and promise 
them our prayers and sup-
port on their journey. 

Prayer of Pope Francis for Migrants 

 

Merciful God, we pray to you for all the men,  

women and children who have died after  

leaving their homelands in search of a better life.  

Though many of their graves bear no name,  

to you each one is known, loved and cherished.  

May we never forget them,  

but honor their sacrifice  

with deeds more than words.  

We entrust to you all those  

who have made this journey,  

enduring fear, uncertainty and humiliation,  

in order to reach a place of safety and hope. 

Just as you never abandoned your Son  

as he was brought to a safe place  

by Mary and Joseph,  

so now be close to these,  

your sons and daughters,  

through our tenderness and protection. 

In caring for them may we seek a world  

where none are forced to leave their home 

 and where all can live in freedom,  

dignity and peace. 

Merciful God and Father of all,  

awaken us from the slumber of indifference,  

open our eyes to their suffering,  

and free us from the insensitivity  

born of worldly comfort and self-centeredness. 

Inspire us, as nations, communities and individuals,  

to see that those who come to our shores  

are our brothers and sisters. 

May we share with them the blessings  

we have received from your hand,  

and recognize that together, as one human family,  

we are all migrants, journeying in hope to you,  

our true home, where every tear will be wiped away, 

where we will be at peace and safe in your embrace. 

                                                                                           AMEN. 

 —————————————————————————— 
                                                                

According to the 2017  report from UNHCR (United Nations High Com-

mission for Refugees), every 113 people on the planet is now a refu-

gee which amounts to 656 million forcibly displaced people.  

Around the world, someone is displaced every three seconds, 

forced from their homes by violence, war and persecution. 
L to R: Matilda (Kenya); Chiamaka (Nigeria)  
Namunji/Philomena (Zambia) 

Sr. Miriam Mitchell & Nora Ruiz 
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Sisters of the Holy Spirit and Mary Immaculate 

                A passionate voice for justice since 1893 

300 Yucca Street 
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Dear Friends, 

   Journeys fascinate us, whether they are our own or someone 

else’s.  I will never forget reading Blood River: A Journey to 

Africa’s Broken Heart, the true story of the journey on a motor 

bike taken by Tim Butcher, who followed Henry Morton 

Stanley’s  journey up the Congo River.  It was a hair-raising 

story but one so well told that I couldn’t put the book down. 

The risks he took were almost unbelievable in territory that 

was next to impassable.  He had to have great trust in the peo-

ple he met who helped him along the way because the jour-

ney was downright dangerous most of the time. 

The difference between this journey and those under taken by 

many today has to do with the difference between adventure 

and life or death issues. Though dangerous, Butcher’s journey 

was something for which he had a passion, an adventure that 

would tell the world about one of the almost inaccessible ter-

ritories in our world today: the eastern part of the Democratic 

Republic of the Congo. Then there are those who undertake 

very dangerous journeys, hoping to escaping the harrowing 

and life-threatening situations in which they live.  These are 

the people for whom there seems  

to be no other option. It is not a 

voluntary adventure. This Sisters’ 

Journey tells the story of the jour-

ney undertaken by our foundress, 

Mother Margaret, and by those 

who followed her, right up to our 

own day. This story is one begun 

and lived with passion and compas-

sion for those whose life journey 

was fraught with danger because of racial prejudice, life-

threatening poverty or disease, and other threats to one’s 

very life.  This journey continues today, and our passion and 

compassion call us to stand with those who still struggle in 

oppressive and in life-threatening situations, whose human 

dignity is affronted on a daily basis. Today we are called to find 

a way to live in communion with each other, to be the pres-

ence of love. It is the most important journey any of us can 

make.  Let us continue the journey together.  


