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Holding the Tension:
Compassionate Presence in our Wounded World
We, the Sisters of the Holy Spirit and Mary Immaculate,
with our hearts attuned to the inner promptings of the
Holy Spirit, embrace the tension of our wounded world at
this fractured moment in history. Like Mary, we seek to be a
contemplative, compassionate presence with those on the margins.
We collaborate with others in becoming prophetic voices for justice,
especially in addressing the evil of systemic racism.
We pledge ourselves to tend “the lonely, the least, the lost, the last and
the left out.”
We pledge ourselves to support and appreciate those who are faithful to
their calling and who seek to be a loving presence to our bruised Church.
We pledge ourselves to be gentle and compassionate with each of our
sisters, especially the most vulnerable in our community.
We pledge ourselves to be ever more attentive stewards of our wounded
Mother Earth.
We make this pledge as faithful spiritual daughters of Margaret Mary
Healy-Murphy, moving together into the future as we share her trust in
Divine Providence.
This statement was accepted unanimously by the Chapter delegates at the close of our meeting this past March. It captures the substance of our discussion and expresses our desire to be
true to the charism of our Congregation, and responsive to the needs of our church and world
at this time in history. The image of a wounded world, over which the life-giving Spirit of God
hovers, is taken from the last two lines of the poem “God’s Grandeur” by Gerard Manley Hopkins, SJ. This poem is reproduced in full on the back cover of Sisters’ Journey.
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Ministry News
On May
2019, Sister
Theresa O’Toole was
presented with the 2019
Medal of Honor by Fr.
Ron Rolheiser, President
of Oblate School of Theology, in recognition of
her 20 years of ministry
as Associate Director of
and spiritual director at
Oblate Retreat Center.
Following are remarks
Father Ron Rolheiser & Sister Theresa
from Sister Theresa’s
farewell address at the luncheon held in her honor.
For 20 years I would leave the Motherhouse early every
morning to get to Oblate Renewal Center. It was still dark
when I arrived, and I often met the same delivery man
dropping off his order in the darkness. Every time I
greeted him with a “Hi, how are you?” he would respond
with one word: “Blessed”. That one word sums up exactly how I feel about my time at Oblate Renewal Center.
I was BLESSED to be hired by Fr. Tom Ovalle after I returned from five years in Zambia. From the moment I began my tenure as Spiritual Director and Associate Director
of ORC, I felt right at home. The BLESSING of Welcome
was in the air and I tried to share that welcome with all
who came through our doors for the next 20 years.
Programs were set up. Requests for retreats came in.
Word got out. Marriage and Engaged Encounters, Day
retreats, so many programs. ORC was always full of people. BLESSINGS were waiting for all who passed through
our doors. During my time at Oblate, I met countless
people who were trying to discover their deeper selves
where God whispers. It was my privilege to be a holy
listener for many years.
I feel BLESSED and happy that I was part of ACTS’ early
beginnings. I was honored to travel with many teams to
Mexico, Hawaii and throughout the continental United
States. My co-workers through the years BLESSED me
with their insight, goodness and confidence in me . I shall
always be grateful to them, and to all of my lay coworkers at Oblate . I have been BLESSED. I was never sad
at Oblate Renewal Center. It was my home.

CONGREGATIONAL LEADERSHIP
CHANGES
During the Spring Chapter of Spring 2019, the Sisters of
the Holy Spirit elected a new Leadership Team: Sister
Geraldine Klein as Congregational Leader and four Councilors - Sisters Veronica Cahill, Loretta Armand, Miriam
Mitchell and Peggy Kenny. The new team was installed
on June 23. Pictures of the team will appear in the next
edition of Sisters’ Journey.
A reception for
the two outgoing
team
members
was held in midJune.
Sister
Bernie Barrett has
served eight years
on
the
team
while ministering
Sister Bernie (R) & Marguerite Ramirez
full-time in Lake
Providence, Louisiana. Over the past eight years she has
traveled to San Antonio for Council meetings, or has met
with the team through SKYPE. She will now have more
time to devote to her ministry in Lake Providence - and to
relax!
Sister Katrina Ruane served four years on the team but
did not leave her name in for re-election, due to the demands of fulltime ministry at a large and busy parish OLPH in Selma, Texas. She will continue fulltime in this
ministry, and looks forward to a little more free time
also.

Sr. Katrina & RCIA team members at OLPH parish
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Celebrating our Jubilarians ~ 75 years
Sister
Maureen
Finnerty
I was born into a family of eleven children
in Mountbellew, Co.
Galway, Ireland on
May 4, 1926. I grew
up on a small farm
where work never
ended. The Sisters of
the Holy Spirit and
Mary
Immaculate
had opened a convent in our Parish only a few years
before and, as I grew up, I got to know them all. I
admired their lifestyle and their kindness to the people
around, so when it came to deciding on my life’s path, I
felt called to join them. I was fascinated by the fact that
their primary work was teaching African-American
children in America.
With a few other young women from various parts of
Ireland, I was accepted into initial formation in the community. A large problem loomed, however, in the form
of World War II, which made travel to America impossible at that time. In order for us to continue our formation program, the Congregation had to provide a novitiate in our convent in Ireland. Our group of four was
the first of three groups to complete our formation ‘at
home.’ It was not until January, 1947, that six of us professed Sisters, and one postulant were allowed to fly

to the United States, accompanied by one of the Holy
Spirit Sisters who was returning there.
Soon after our arrival, we were quickly ushered into
what was then the predominant ministry of the Congregation: education of African-American and other
poor children. My teaching career extended over
many years and included all grades from kindergarten
to eighth grade. Later, I became an elementary school
principal and served in this capacity at four schools
before being called to serve as administrator of our
Motherhouse in San Antonio. I then returned to the
classroom for a short period before coming to ‘active
retirement’ at the Motherhouse.
I have had a challenging, wonderful and satisfying
life. For that, I thank God, my family and especially
my Congregation. I am deeply grateful for all that life
has given me. I am very grateful for a very healthy
body even though, at my age, my memory does not
serve me as well as it used to.

Sr. Veronica Mitchell presenting roses in memory of two deceased
jubilarians - Sr. Kateri Larkin & Sr. Monica Carroll
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Celebrating our Jubilarians ~ 70 years
Sister
Doloretta
Madigan
Looking back over
seventy years, I am
grateful for my vocation as a Sister
of the Holy Spirit
and Mary Immaculate. I thank my
family and the
Sisters for all the
opportunities they
have afforded me, especially the educational opportunities which resulted in my being qualified as
a teacher. I have been in ministry as a teacher all
my life - in the Texas cities of Dallas, Houston, San
Antonio, and in the states of Mississippi and
Louisiana.
After receiving my second Master’s Degree in
Special Education, I ministered in the area of
Special Education for twenty-five years. I cherished this opportunity because I was helping poor,
marginalized students. The work was rewarding
and it also enfleshed the charism of our beloved
foundress, Mother Margaret.
I offer my service of seventy years to God as a
gift. His love is everlasting.

Sister
Carmelita
Mulry
My life’s journey is one
of gratitude to God, my
parents and to my
religious community,
the Sisters of the Holy
Spirit and Mary Immaculate.
Over the
past seventy years I
was afforded every opportunity to grow, both
spiritually and professionally.
After receiving BSc. and MSc. degrees from Catholic colleges, I began to minister to the poor and
neglected. Throughout my life I have served as a
teacher, principal, counselor, parish minister and
social worker. Much of my ministry took place along
the bayous of Louisiana and Mississippi.
The blessings I have received through the children
and people I have served, and with whom I have
ministered, are truly immeasurable, and I am so
grateful. Praise God!
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Celebrating our Jubilarians ~ 70 years
Sister
Veronica
Mitchell
I was born to Patrick

&

Rose

Mitchell in a glorious spot by the
river
County

Suck

in

Roscom-

mon, Ireland. My
parents were hard
working,

loving

people who taught
my four sisters, two brothers and me the same
ethic.
As I grew up I felt God’s call to be a sister. After
joining the Sisters of the Holy Spirit in Mountbellew,
I traveled to the Motherhouse in San Antonio, Texas
where I was welcomed and encouraged to grow
both spiritually and professionally. I received BSc.
and MSc. degrees and certification as an LVN, all of
which prepared me well to minister to God’s people
as a teacher, principal and nurse.
For the love, support and opportunities afforded
me from both my family and community, I am so
very grateful to God and to each one who helped

Sister
Dorothy
Carey
During the past 70
years my better
self has forced me
to spread my wings
and test the waters.
My first experience in ministry
was as a teacher in
Catholic schools. Over a span of 21 years I had the
privilege of teaching every grade from K-12. During
five of those years I served as an administrator.
When St. Augustine school opened in Dallas in 1957,
I became the first principal.
In my desire to bring the good news of God’s love
to as many as I could, in 1972 I opted to serve the
Catholic youth in public school who were in need of
faith formation. My desire to reach greater numbers was satisfied. The demands of finding and
forming good teachers and reaching out to parents
in faith formation classes were taxing, but I enjoyed
the challenges.
In my last seven years of ministry, I was engaged
exclusively in adult faith formation. Again, the demands were great but so was the sense of fulfillment . Now, in retirement, I am still finding fulfillment through being open to God’s transforming
power in prayer, and in enjoying camaraderie with
my sisters in community.
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Celebrating our Jubilarians ~ 70 years
Sister
Jane Frances
Ambrose
I was born in New York
City, the fourth child in
a family of five children. My parents were
immigrants from Ireland who brought their
deep faith with them
when they left the Emerald Isle. Needless to
say, all of us children
attended Catholic school. The school I attended was
administered by the Order of Dominicans. However, when I felt God calling me to religious life, it
was not the Dominican sisters I chose to join, but
rather the Sisters of the Holy Spirit and Mary Immaculate because I found them to be so friendly.
That was back in 1957; it is now 2019. Oh, how
the time has flown by! God's protection and
enlightenment have surrounded me during these
years while I have served as a teacher and nursing
home administrator. Now I minister as a chaplain
in a few nursing homes in Brownsville, Texas. It
has been an honor and joy for me to serve in these
various ministries over the years. I am grateful to
God and to my Congregation for all the love and
encouragement I have received during these 60
wonderful years.

Sister
Rita Nealon
My 60 years in Religious life have been
eventful, challenging
and very rewarding.
For my first 20 years
in ministry, I taught
math and chemistry
in high school. It was
a joy and a privilege
to accompany the
young people I taught as they emerged from adolescence into young adulthood and made choices
that would shape the rest of their lives.
After some years of internal ministry in the Congregation, I ventured to Mexico where I spent 23
years living with, and serving, people who were economically and socially disadvantaged. This was an
enriching experience in so many ways. I especially
appreciated the opportunity to serve in a large federal prison among inmates who were hungry for
God’s Word, and for some meaning in their lives.
I am truly grateful to God and to the Congregation
for the many opportunities I have had to grow professionally and spiritually. I am deeply grateful to
my family and to my Holy Spirit family for all the
love and support I have received over these past 60
years.
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IT IS REVEALED IN THE SYMBOL
It usually falls to me to give the reflection at the Good Friday Service in our
chapel, and this year was no exception. I chose to reflect on the cross which certainly is not that surprising - given the day. But what caught my attention was
the passage from Luke 9:23: “Jesus said to all: Whoever wishes to be my follower must deny his(her) very self, take up his(her) cross each day, and follow in
my steps.” This is the condition for being a disciple of Jesus.
Pondering the cross on Good Friday, or on any day, can bring repulsive feelings into our awareness and fill us with anxiety, because of the cruelty, suffering
and, ultimately, death that Jesus underwent. That we must take up our cross
daily can be hard words to hear. They push us to get to the real meaning of Jesus’ words.
Historically, the cross is a prominent Christian symbol. Symbols are something
we use to visibly portray both what we can express and what is inexpressible.
The symbol of the cross brings together what we can see and know - the cross and what we cannot - Love (God). The cross then, is the symbol of God’s love.
John Philip Newell in his book The Rebirthing of God: Christianity’s Struggle for New Beginnings does a wonderful job
of helping us understand this age old symbol.
The cross is composed of two lines set at a 90 degree angle to each other and intersecting in the middle. The horizontal line represents our relationship with each other and all creation. The vertical line represents our relationship
with God. If you draw a circle around the lines at the edge, you have the symbol of unity, inclusion, belonging, bringing
opposites together at the center. Left and right, up and down, north and south, east and west come together in the
center. It is really only love that can bring opposites together.
I have pictured our Congregational Cross here so that we can explore how our cross represents the life of the Sisters
of the Holy Spirit and Mary Immaculate. It is indeed a cross, the symbol of God’s love, and the circle is superimposed
so that it encompasses the center. At the very bottom of the circle you see inscribed the words from the Song of
Songs in the Old Testament: “I to my Beloved and my Beloved to me.” This is the covenant of love between God and
each Sister. We belong to God, and we belong to each other as community. There are two small hearts just above the
quotation and both are pierced with the same arrow. We are tied to the suffering of Jesus as was his mother Mary.
We are called to a life of compassion. Compassion literally means to ‘suffer with’. For us it means to be with those
whose place is mostly last, who are on the margins of society, who are the least privileged, whom society most often
leaves behind, and who are deprived of their human dignity.
In the very center we see the dove, the symbol of the Holy Spirit who is the unfolder of the love enfolded in each of
us by the Source of Love. Our title, Sisters of the Holy Spirit, indicates our dedication through this Divine Spirit of Love.
In order to help fulfill our call, the Spirit gives us the seven fold gifts which are inscribed above the dove. Those gifts
are: Wisdom, Intelligence, Strength, Fear, Science, Piety and Advice. Perhaps they are more familiar to you as: Wisdom, Understanding, Counsel, Fortitude, Knowledge, Piety and Fear of the Lord. Through the help of these gifts we are
enabled to live the compassionate love to which we are called.
At the very bottom of our cross stands Mary, Our Mother. Just as she remained at the foot of the cross of her Son,
she stands with us to share in the suffering of the world and to extend the compassion of Jesus, the Compassionate
One, to all those in need. This is our life as symbolized through our Congregational Cross. Yes, it is a challenge, but
what a wonderful gift to be called to this life of compassionate love.

Sisters of the Holy Spirit and Mary Immaculate
A passionate voice for justice since 1893

300 Yucca Street
San Antonio, TX 78203-2318

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

(210) 533-5149
holyspirit@shsp.org
www.shsp.org

God's Grandeur
Gerard Manley Hopkins - 1844-1889

The world is charged with the grandeur of God.
It will flame out, like shining from shook foil;
It gathers to a greatness, like the ooze of oil
Crushed. Why do men then now not reck his rod?
Generations have trod, have trod, have trod;
And all is seared with trade; bleared, smeared with toil;
And wears man's smudge and shares man's smell: the soil
Is bare now, nor can foot feel, being shod.
And for all this, nature is never spent;
There lives the dearest freshness deep down things;
And though the last lights off the black West went
Oh, morning, at the brown brink eastward, springs-Because the Holy Ghost over the bent
World broods with warm breast and with ah! bright wings.

